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ABOUT SAQA

THE SOUTH AFRICAN QUALIF ICATIONS AUTHORITY (SAQA)  IS  A STATUTORY BODY,  
ESTABLISHED IN TERMS OF THE SAQA ACT (NO.  58  OF 1995)  AND CONTINUING IN TERMS 

OF THE NQF ACT (NO.  67  OF 2008)  AND ACCOUNTABLE TO THE MINISTER OF HIGHER 

EDUCATION,  SCIENCE AND INNOVATION 

THE NQF ACT MANDATES SAQA TO

DEVELOP AND
IMPLEMENT A 

NATIONAL 
QUALIF ICATIONS 

FRAMEWORK (NQF)

ADVANCE THE 
OBJECTIVES OF 

THE NQF

CO-ORDINATE THE
SUB-FRAMEWORKS OF

THE NQF

Based in Pretoria, South Africa



T h e  N Q F  i s  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  s y s t e m  a p p r o v e d  b y  

t h e  M i n i s t e r  f o r  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ,  r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  

p u b l i c a t i o n  a n d  a r t i c u l a t i o n  o f  q u a l i t y  a s s u r e d  

n a t i o n a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .

T h e  N Q F  i s  a  c o n c e p t u a l  ‘ l a d d e r ’  o f  i n c r e a s i n g  

c o g n i t i v e  c o m p l e x i t y  t h a t  e n a b l e s  e v a l u a t i o n s  o f  

p a r i t y  f o r  r e g i s t e r e d  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  a c r o s s  i t s  

t h r e e  s u b - f r a m e w o r k s  a n d  g l o b a l  f r a m e w o r k s

P r o f e s s i o n a l  b o d i e s  a n d  d e s i g n a t i o n s  a r e  

r e g i s t e r e d  o n  a  s e p a r a t e  r e g i s t e r  o f  t h e  M I S
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NQF
LEVELS

10
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6
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2

1

BACHELOR HONOURS DEGREE
POSTGRADUATE DIPLOMA
BACHELOR’S DEGREE

INTERMEDIATE CERTIFICATE

ELEMENTARY CERTIFICATE

DOCTORAL DEGREE
DOCTORAL DEGREE 
(PROFESSIONAL)

MASTER’S DEGREE
MASTER’S DEGREE 
(PROFESSIONAL)

BACHELOR’S DEGREE
ADVANCED DIPLOMA

DIPLOMA
ADVANCED CERTIFICATE

HIGHER CERTIFICATE

NATIONAL CERTIFICATE

GENERAL CERTIFICATE

SPECIALISED 
OCCUPATIONAL DIPLOMA

ADVANCED
OCCUPATIONAL DIPLOMA

OCCUPATIONAL DIPLOMA

HIGHER
OCCUPATIONAL CERTIFICATE

NATIONAL 
OCCUPATIONAL CERTIFICATE

INTERMEDIATE 
OCCUPATIONAL CERTIFICATE

ELEMENTARY
OCCUPATIONAL CERTIFICATE

GENERAL
OCCUPATIONAL CERTIFICATE

-

- SOUTH AFRICAN  
NQF 



1995

St u d y
Team

Rep or t

Jo in t  Po l i cy
St at em en t :  
E d u c a t i o n  

a n d  L a b o u r

NQF Act  N o  
6 7  o f  2 0 0 8

2002

2003

2007 2008

The evolving South African NQF 

SAQA Act  
N o  5 8  o f  

1 9 9 5

Con su l t a t i v e 
document

2017

NQF Act  
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  

e v a l u a t i o n

1994Pre ’94

Dawn of 
democracy 

in South 
Africa

Apartheid

2019-  2023

4

NQF 
A m e n d m e n t  
A c t  1 2  o f  
2 0 1 9  

2021

NQFAct 
Amendments 

1996-  98
Oct 

20232009



Searchable database of all 
qualifications and part 

qualifications, both registered and 
expired

Database of national qualification 
achievements approx. 23 million, 
125 thousand RPL achievements 

and 1.3 million designations

Legislation framing authentic 
qualifications as registered on 

NQF
Introduction of Misrepresentation 

legislation

Achievements



Emerging demands and priorities and how we intend 
to address them

Flexibility 
(Microcredentials, 

green skills, 
human skills, 
Digital skills

Publications

Strategic 
positioning as 

Quality assuror of 
Quality council

Ø Research and 
benchmarking

Ø Principles based
Ø System of 
Collaboration

Ø Research
Ø PoMISA pilot 

(HE)
Ø Consultation 

and 
Collaboration

Ø Research



3 main priorities for change for the next years? 

AfricaResearchAutomation



How can NQF’s contribute to digital and green skills 

Review regulation (less is more)

Provide exemplars to capacitate

Record achievements 

Ongoing research and benchmarking



THANK 
YOU


