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Welcome
اعیمجمكبلاھا

Benvindos, benvindas
Bienvenus, bienvenues
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Session 1: topics

1. Agenda
2. Recapitulation of main learnings from 6th PL Webinar
3. Overview PLW - animation



AGENDA 6th PLW

12.00 – 14.50 Universal Time
• SESSION 1: Overview 
• SESSION 2: South Africa: over two 

decades of SANQF
• SESSION 3: Sierra Leone: a new NQF in 

development
• SESSION 4: EUROPASS Digital Credentials
• SESSION 5: PANEL 
• SESSION 6: Conclusions and closure
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ACQF Peer learning 2020 – combination of QF experiences

Kenya, Slovenia, 
EQF

2/July

Mozambique, 
ASEAN QRF, Ireland

16/July

Mauritius, France, 
Portugal
10/Sept

Lesotho, Bahrain & 
Arab Qualifications 

Framework
24/Sept

Angola, Ghana, Egypt, 
Zimbabwe

(8/Oct)

Zambia, Cabo Verde,
SADCQF
EAQFHE
(22/Oct)

South Africa, Sierra 
Leone

EU: Digital Credentials
Final debate

(29/Oct)

July 2020 September 2020

October 2020
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Recap 4 case studies of 6th PLW

Zambia

Ms Mirriam Chiyaba, Director 
and CEO ZAQA

Objectives
Structure

Reform ZQF
Quality Assurance

E-Certificates
RPL

Covid-19: effects & 
response

Cap Verde

Mr Amilcar Mendes
Head of Technical Unit of UC-

SNQ

Objectives

Legal framework
Qualifications

Qualifications Catalogue
RPL (RVCC)

Ambition to align / compare -
EQF, ECOWAS QF

Covid-19: effects & response

SADCQF

Ms Coleen Jaftha
Director for International Liaison 

SAQA

Region
History SADCQF

Implementation 
programmes

Alignment
Covid-19: effects and 

response

EAQFHE

Dr James Jowi
Principal Education Officer

East African Community

Region
Integration agenda

Education
Common HE Area (2017, 
Summit Heads of State)

EAQFHE
Covid-19: effects & response



Zambia NQF - ZAQA

üZAQA: Act Nº13 2011; but NQF: developed and 
implemented in 2016

ü Integrated NQF – 10 levels; 3 sub-frameworks; all 
pathways; Knowledge, skills, autonomy-responsibility

ü Importance of NQF - Integration; access, mobility and 
progression; quality; employment

üReview NQF: recognise qualifications not yet catered 
for (Advanced Level, Bs Honors Degree…); implement 
CATS; streamline QA - review recognition Appropriate 
Authorities



NEW 



Sample E-Certificate



Cape Verde NQF – UC-SNQ
ü 2009: UC-SNQ; 2010: all legal acts SNQ, NQF, CNQ; 2018: 

SNQ; 2020: NQF, CNQ
ü Integrated NQF – 8 levels; Knowledge, skills, autonomy-

responsibility
üGoals of NQF - Integration; access, mobility and 

progression; validation non-formal, informal learning 
(RVCC); transparency, comparability; close cooperation 
EQF and ECOWAS

üQuality assurance: legal basis; ARES (HE)
ü Catalogue National Qualifications (professional): online
ü RPL - RVCC: Law 2014; methodology basis; requirements; 

parity qualifications documents



Challenges

NATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS FRAMEWORK - NQF

q Curricular structuring of all education and training subsystems
by learning outcomes;

q Adjustment of descriptors used in the different subsystems
with the national qualifications framework;

q Definition of a credit system that truly allows mobility
between the different subsystems; 

q Definition and implementation of a quality assurance system; 
q The development of a national pact involving the different

subsystems (primary, secondary, technical-professional and
higher education) on the NQF and its link with the EQF, 
ECOWAS countries framework, among others.



SADCQF



EAC - EAQFHE

http://www.knqa.go.ke/wp-
content/uploads/2019/05/East-Africa-
Qf.pdf

http://www.knqa.go.ke/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/East-Africa-Qf.pdf


COVID-19: effects and responses (QA, NQF)

Ghana: 5th PLW Egypt: 5th PLW

Bahrein: 4th PLWPortugal: 3rd PLW



COVID-19: effects and responses (QA, NQF)

Sierra Leone: 7th PLW

East African Community: 6th PLW
SADC: 6th PLW
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3 case studies 7th PLW

South Africa -
SAQA

Dr Julie Reddy, 
Acting CEO 

Ms Coleen Jaftha
Director International 

Liaison 

Sierra Leone
Mohamed 

Jalloh
Director  
NCTVA

Europass 
Digital 

Credentials
Dennis van-

Gessel
Ildiko Mazar



SAQA
https://www.saqa.org.za/

Sierra Leone, NCTVA
https://nctva.org/
Credentials: 
Europass Digital Credentials
https://europa.eu/europass/en/w
hat-are-digital-credentials
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Useful links

https://www.saqa.org.za/
https://www.saqa.org.za/
https://nctva.org/
https://europa.eu/europass/en/w


Session 6:
Conclusions
Next steps



Conclusions

POLICY LEARNING, NOT POLICY 
BORROWING

DISSEMINATION OF THE KNOWLEDGE 
GATHERED THROUGH THIS FIRST SERIES

MORE EXPERIENCE AND KNOWLEDGE-
SHARING

NQF: GLOBAL PHENOMENON

NQF: INSTRUMENTS FOR RESPECT, 
DIALOGUE AND INTEGRATION

NQF: IS THERE A FASTER WAY TO 
DEVELOP AND IMPLEMENT?



Next steps

• Appreciation certificates to speakers, participants
• Webinars of thematic focus until January 2021: monitoring

and review of NQFs; Qualifications DB
• Prepare the “Book of the 1st ACQF Peer Learning

programme” (digital)
• Prepare the next stage of ACQF capacity development 

programme (more specific focus) for 2021-2022
• Prepare the e-learning platform of ACQF 
• Organise Network trained experts
• Plan and conduct capacity development actions, practical 

application – targeting countries / RECs (demand-based): 
2021-2022



THANK YOU

• All participants
• All brilliant speakers – 22 cases!
• Interpretation team: John Korateng, Helio, Marie, Charles
• ETF Zoom team: Erika, Silvia; ETF management; Joanna 

Anstey (for the video)
• GIZ Team: Darshana, Essete, Ernst
• African Union Commission HRST
• EU Delegation to African Union: Mr Aklilu Desta 



ANNEX 
for further 
reference 



ACQF 
project -
For your 

reference

Policy 
underpinnings Peer Learning
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ACQF: 
• Overarching framework against which national and regional 

frameworks and level descriptors - can be calibrated. 
• Hub, catalyst for development of national qualifications 

frameworks and their instruments
• Referencing (alignment) qualifications framework – NQF-RQF
• Reference for comparison with other international frameworks



Capacity development for sustainable ACQF

Sustainable ACQF

Knowledge, 
common 
concepts

Peer learning

Advanced 
training

Support to 
countries, RECs

E-Learning

Knowledge 
resources

Networking

Trained experts

NQF Agencies, 
Committees



22 Cases of qualifications frameworks presented at 7 ACQF 
Peer Learning Webinars 2020 (17 NQFs + 5 RQFs) 

May webinars: 4 NQFs (Cape Verde, Rwanda, Seychelles, Tunisia) 

EQF

AQF

ASEAN 
QRF

SADCQF

EAQFHE



Some messages from Peer Learning Activities
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0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16

NQFs & NQS: context,objectives, evolution

Scope, levels, type of NQF

LLL-RPL, VAE, RVCC

Digitalisation

Impact, contribution

RQF

Developing & implementing NQF

Learning outcomes: uses, types, role

Level descriptors

NQF data, info: registers,catalogues, databases

Quality assurance

Governance NQF

Review&monitoring QFs

Themes ACQF peer learning: coverage in 5 webinars 



Thank you Obrigada Merci

ecb@etf.europa.eu


