A national qualifications framework (NQF) is
‘A policy and instrument for the development
and classification of qualifications according to
a set of criteria for specified levels of learning
achieved, which aims at integrating and
coordinating national qualifications subsystems
and improve the transparency, access,
progression and quality of qualifications in
relation to the labour market and civil society.

Source: EQF Recommendation

A national qualification system includes all aspects
of a country’s activity that result in the recognition
of learning. These include the means to develop
and operationalise national or regional policy on
qgualifications, institutional arrangements, quality
assurance processes, evaluation and attribution
processes, skills recognition and other mechanisms
linking education and training to the labour market
and civil society. Qualifications systems can be
more or less integrated and coherent. One of the
characteristics of a qualification system may be an
explicit qualifications framework.

Source: OECD, Bridges to Lifelong Learning, 2007
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A qualification: means a formal outcome of an assessment and validation process
which is obtained when a competent authority determines that an individual has

achieved learning outcomes to given standards.

Source: EQF Recommendation.
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Level descriptor: A statement describing learning achievement at a particular level of
a Qualifications Framework that provides a broad indication of the types of learning
outcomes and assessment criteria that are appropriate to a qualification at that level.

Source: SAQA, NQFPedia
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Learning outcomes: Statements of what a learner
knows, understands and is able to do on completion
of a learning process, which are defined in terms of

knowledge, skills and competence.

Set of knowledge, skills and/or competences an
individual has acquired and/or is able to demonstrate
after completion of a learning process, either formal,

non-formal and informal.

Source: Cedefop

A regional qualifications framework (RQF) is a broad
structure of levels of learning outcomes that is agreed
by countries in a geographical region.

A means of enabling one national framework of
gualifications to relate to another and, subsequently,
for a qualification in one country to be compared to a

qualification from another country.

Source: ASEAN
QRF: ASEAN Qualifications Reference Framework,
A Practical Guide and All you Need to Know.




